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capture of cutthroat trout while capturing a high 
percentage of the large pike (ages 2 and older) which 
are the size classes predominantly feeding upon 
cutthroat trout and make up the spawning population.  
It is important to remove these fish prior to when they 
spawn.  Thus, the effort will continue over the course 
of approximately six weeks in March and April for the 
next three years and could involve capture of up to 300 
or more northern pike.  If the program is effective at 
bolstering the migratory cutthroat population from 
Lake Creek, then the Tribe would continue to monitor 
the populations and use results from the program to 
inform the level of effort required to keep pike 
predation on this population in check. 

The State of Idaho expressed some concerns 
with the Tribe’s proposal early on, citing the popularity 
of the emerging pike fishery with some anglers.  
However, during each of several public meetings held 
over the last year, several themes began to emerge.  
First, there was wide spread interest and support for 
recovering the cutthroat trout fishery, as well as, 
recognition of the investments made by the Tribe in 
this regard.  Secondly, while the impact of pike on 
cutthroat in Windy Bay is now well documented, the 
bay is not among the most sought after 
fishing spots by anglers, owing in part 
to its remoteness and the relatively few 
pike present.  All of these factors have 
compelled the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game to lend their support to 
the Tribe’s work.  Jim Fredericks, 
Regional Fishery Manager for IDFG has stated, “the 
Department is supportive of testing whether pike 
removal is effective in improving cutthroat trout 
survival, but is also interested in incorporating 
procedures to minimize the impacts to the popular 
northern pike fishery”.  This endeavor in co-
management is an important development, given that 
recovery of the Lake Creek fishery is just one step in 
meeting the overall recovery goals set by the Tribe, and 
the Tribe’s interests extend throughout its ceded 
territories where developing partnerships becomes 
increasingly important and necessary. 
 Early results from the pike removal effort in 
Windy Bay have been encouraging.  Because of the 
unusually warm weather and the fact that increasing 
water temperatures during late winter cue reproduction 
in pike, the Tribe started setting gill nets earlier than 
expected to ensure that most of the pike were removed 
before they spawned.  Netting began March 12 and 
over the first two weeks of effort the Tribe removed 
160 pike.  This is approximately half of the number of 
age 2 and older pike that were estimated to reside in 
Windy Bay.  Initially, many of the pike were captured 
at depths of 15 to 30 feet, but toward late March when 

water temperatures were starting to rise, pike were 
more often caught in nets set in shallow areas of the 
bay.  Given that shallow, vegetated habitats are 
preferred spawning areas for pike, it is likely that pike 
are starting to concentrate in these areas for 
reproduction.  Fortunately, shallow, vegetated areas are 
not that extensive in Windy Bay.  Thus, removal 
efforts through early April were more focused, 
saturating these limited areas with gill nets to capture 
as many mature pike as possible. 
 It was also encouraging to find that other 
species of fish were infrequently caught in gill nets.  
Two-thirds of all fish captured during removal efforts 
in March were northern pike, with native suckers and 
pikeminnow the next most common species found in 
the nets.  More importantly, only five cutthroat trout 
have been captured by the Tribe’s gillnetting efforts.  
Because of the short amount of time the nets have been 
allowed to soak before their retrieval, all captured fish 
were alive upon release back into the lake.  Thus, the 
gillnetting efforts predominantly captured the targeted 
species, northern pike, with minimal impact to other 
species of fish.  Stay tuned for future editions of the 
Watershed Wrap for a full summary of the first year of 

northern pike suppression in Windy 
Bay. 

We are looking forward to 
writing the next chapter in this recovery 
effort and are hopeful that cutthroat will 
soon respond to this work by returning 
to Lake Creek in increasing numbers.  

The most desired outcome is to find ourselves in the 
position to open the Lake Creek cutthroat fishery after 
a nearly 25 year moratorium on harvest. 
 
 

Responsible use is key to wildlife 
habitat protection 
By Gerald I. Green, Wildlife Biologist 
 

rotecting property from damage is one of the 
fundamental responsibilities of land 
management.  Ruts and trails left by vehicle and 

ATV traffic on properties that the Tribe has purchased 
in the Hangman Creek watershed represent more than 
just damage to the land surface.  Several of these 
properties were purchased to protect their value as fish 
and wildlife habitat and unrestrained vehicle traffic 
results not only in damage to soils and vegetation but 
serious disturbance to the fish and wildlife resources 
that these properties are intended to promote.  In a 
number of cases, we are finding evidence of vehicle 
traffic that could compromise the purpose of these 
properties.  We have witnessed vehicles moving across 
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