Resource Management Graduate Program

Central Washington University

Thank you for your interest in the Master's degree in Resource Management offered by Central Washington University. This is an interdisciplinary program sponsored by the three departments of Anthropology, Economics, and Geography with participation from a variety of other departments across campus.  You can request printed materials by e-mailing<masters@cwu.edu> 
Meanwhile, the official catalog is on the web: http://catalog.acalog.cwu.edu/

Also see the Resource Management web page at http://www.cwu.edu/resource-management/
The admission packet from our Graduate School consists of 2 forms you can download at the site listed below: (1) the Application for Graduate Admission; and (2) the Recommendation for Graduate Studies (one for each of 3 references).  You should also submit the third form on that page (3) the Assistantship Application Form.  In addition to these forms, you will need to submit: (4) an application fee; (5) a statement of objectives or purpose of up to 500 words (detailed academic and career goals, how you plan to achieve those goals, specific academic/research interests, potential thesis topic or topics, and – if you have some thoughts on the matter – a potential thesis advisor from among the REM faculty); (6) your official transcripts; and (7) your GRE scores.

For priority consideration (including assistantships), apply by February 1.  Program applications received after April 1 are considered on a space-available basis.  

The on-line application form website is: http://www.cwu.edu/masters/forms-and-documents
The Resource Management Program admits a select group of students on a competitive basis each fall quarter.  Minimum entrance requirements are an earned Bachelor’s degree and minimum 3.0 GPA for the most recent 90 quarter credits or 60 semester credits.  Additionally, you must be able to meet the guidelines for undergraduate degree preparation outlined on the web page, including basic statistics, knowledge of microeconomic principles, and proficiency with computers.  Students lacking undergraduate coursework in statistics or economics may be accepted, but will be required to take remedial courses in the first year.  Letters of reference are very important, as is your own letter of application.  We make our decisions based on GPA, letters of recommendation, GRE scores, statement of purpose (clarity of purpose and quality of writing), appropriateness of undergraduate degree and/or past experience, personal contacts (if the student calls or visits), and match of student interests to the interests and expertise of available  Resource Management faculty.  All of these criteria are judged in the context of the total applicant pool for the upcoming year. 

Please note that the program is an interdisciplinary resource management program. Student interest areas are diverse and vary.  In any given year roughly 50-60% of current incoming students interested in natural resource management (e.g., watersheds, hazards, wildlife, land use planning), 40-50% interested in CRM (e.g., CRM archaeology, historic preservation, museums), and 10-20% interested in some combination of these two (e.g., GIS and CRM, tribal sovereignty and reservation resources).  One way for you to gauge the types  of work that goes on within the program is to review  the graduate student roster that indicates each student's research interests, and, of course, the list of thesis titles for our M.S. graduates.  These are both accessible from the Resource Management web page (listed above).  For more on the host departments, see Geography at http://www.cwu.edu/geography/,  Anthropology at http://www.cwu.edu/anthropology/, and Economics at http://www.cwu.edu/economics.

We render decisions on admission usually by mid-March.  Up to 18 graduate assistantships (including tuition waivers) are typically available each year.  You may apply for an assistantship as part of your Graduate School application process.  Graduate assistants may be assigned to help with teaching, lab supervision (e.g. GIS lab), or collaborative research with faculty.  There may be additional assistantships funded by external grants available each year as well. Additionally, residents of 14 western states participating in the Western Regional Graduate Program (WRGP) are automatically eligible for a waiver of the out-of-state tuition portion (funded by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education).  Participating states are AK, AZ, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, ND, OR, SD, UT, WA, and WY.  Please note that you are applying as a WRGP scholar if you are a resident of one of these states.  

The program is co-directed by Anthony Gabriel from Geography (gabriela@cwu.edu) and Steven Hackenberger from Anthropology (hackenbe@cwu.edu ), so any further questions are typically directed toward either department’s representative, depending on your own interests.

We welcome your application.  Good luck.

